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THE SERVICE – SETTING ONE 

THREAD: The found are left; the lost are found. 

Hymn: Just as I Am, without One Plea CW 814 

 

 

 

5 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

6 Just as I am; thy love unknown 

has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

now to be thine, yea thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

In the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
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        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 

atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✝  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving you with undivided 

hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading Hosea 3 

To prepare his people for judgement, the Lord had Hosea marry an adulterous woman.  Hosea’s wife depicted the rebellion of the 

people.  After she had been unfaithful to Hosea, the Lord commanded him to find her and redeem her.  In the same way the Lord’s 

love for his people never waned in spite of the unfaithfulness to him.  Having received the Lord’s judgement, the people ultimately 

returned to him, only to find that the Lord never stopped seeking them. 

 1The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another man and is an 

adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.” 

 2So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. 3Then I told her, “You are to 

live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will behave the same way 

toward you.” 

 4For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or 

household gods. 5Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king. They will 

come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Be Merciful, O Lord Psalm 51A 

 

 
Have mercy on / me, O God, 

    according to your un- / failing love; 

        according to your great com- / passion 

            blot out my trans- / gressions. 

Wash away all my in- / iquity 

    and cleanse me / from my sin. 

        For I know my trans- / gressions, 

            and my sin is always be- / fore me.   Refrain 

Against you, you only, / have I sinned 

    and done what is evil / in your sight. 

        Surely I was sin- / ful at birth, 

            sinful from the time my mother con- / ceived me. 

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I / will be clean; 

    wash me, and I will be whit- / er than snow. 

        Hide your face / from my sins 

            and blot out all my in- / iquity. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Text: Public domain; Music: © 2014 Mark Haas. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 2:5–11 

In Christ’s church, each individual has a personal relationship with God, but also with other in the church.  The church is the 

body.  Earlier in this book, we learn that in Corinth a man was involved on an adulterous relationship with his father’s wife.  This 

caused grief for the whole body of the church.  Paul now encourages the church to seek out this man through a much-needed dose of 

the law.  As this seeking out had its intended effect, Paul wanted the entire body to forgive the man and rejoice with him and halt 

Satan’s plan to overwhelm the man with grief and hopelessness. 

 5If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of you to some extent—not to put it 

too severely. 6The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient. 7Now instead, you ought to forgive and 

comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for 

him. 9Another reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in everything. 10Anyone you 

forgive, I also forgive. And what I have forgiven—if there was anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of 

Christ for your sake, 11in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation Luke 15:10 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God  

over one sinner who repents. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Gospel Luke 15:1–10 

We are all familiar with the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin as recorded by Luke.  In these parables Jesus calls out the 

Pharisees and teachers of the law who consider themselves found and not in need of repentance, unlike sinners who have 

everything to gain by following Jesus.  Those who remain defiant in their self-righteousness miss out on the joy God feels whenever 

one of the lost is found. 

 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2But the Pharisees and the teachers of 

the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

 3Then Jesus told them this parable: 4“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he 

leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully 

puts it on his shoulders 6and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I 

have found my lost sheep.’ 7I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

 8“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and search 

carefully until she finds it? 9And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with 

me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Hymn of the Day: Jesus Sinners Does Receive CW 654 
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5 Oh, how blest it is to know, 

    were as scarlet my transgression, 

it shall be as white as snow 

    by your blood and bitter passion, 

for these words I do believe: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

6 Now my conscience is at peace, 

    from the law I stand acquitted. 

Christ has purchased my release 

    and my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

7 Jesus sinners does receive, 

    even I have been forgiven. 

And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

Sermon Text: Luke 15:1–10 

Jesus Came to Seek and to Save the Lost and Lowly 

Sermon by Rev. Gregg Bitter, used by permission 
Ministering Elder: Mark Harris 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you 

have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may 

increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. 

Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

… Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those 

who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Offering – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:  

Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Let us pray: 

God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your 

Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Amen. 

Hymn: Amazing Grace CW 576 

 

 

 

Silent Prayer – Announcements 
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